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Don‟t Miss Hiwassee College 

Homecoming 2011 
Save the date, mark your calendars and make plans to join us for 

Hiwassee Homecoming 2011!  We are excited with this year‟s 

schedule of events and anticipate 2011 to be one of the largest 

attended in many years.  There will be something to interest every 

member of the family, so load up the car and bring everyone!  We 

hope to see you all on campus November 11, 12 and 13! 
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From the President‟s Desk 
Robin Tricoli, Ph.D., Hiwassee College President 

Greetings Alumni and 

Friends! 
 

Over the past four 

months, I have been 

privileged to serve as 

your 22
nd

 president.  

During this short time, I 

have witnessed and 

been a part of many 

changes.  One 

noticeable change to the 

campus is our newly 

updated and renovated 

swimming pool.  Gone is the covered, unusable 

eyesore and in its place stands a beautiful, open-air 

swimming venue that has been, and will continue to 

be, enjoyed by students and community alike.  Also, 

a trip to Hiwassee will call attention to the fact that 

there is a considerable increase in the number of 

students walking the halls and sidewalks of our 

beloved campus.  Thanks to a campus-wide 

collaborative effort involving all levels of staff and 

faculty, I am very pleased to announce a thirty-eight 

percent increase in our overall enrollment this fall. 
 

The faculty and staff have done a tremendous job and 

continue to work diligently toward our plans for the 

future.  We will continue to increase enrollment 

through recruitment and retention of students.  

Hiwassee College now provides opportunities to earn 

a quality education and complete an undergraduate 

degree either by taking classes in Weekend College 

or by taking advantage of flexible scheduling as well 

as online classes.  We have dramatically increased 

our Work-Study Program in order to help students 

and families pay for the cost of a college education.  

The addition of non-traditional sports programs, such 

as bass fishing and competitive shooting, are 

attracting new interest in Hiwassee as well. 
 

We are reaching out to businesses, locally, regionally 

and globally, to determine what career skills and 

Hiwassee College Is Changing! 

knowledge are needed to enter today‟s workforce.  

We are developing study abroad and mission work 

programs, and are researching graduate placement 

opportunities.  We will respond to dynamic 

changes in career needs within the framework of a 

Christian based liberal arts foundation, so that our 

graduates will leave with critical thinking skills 

and practical knowledge needed to be contributing 

members and leaders of society. 
 

We are changing Hiwassee College into a campus 

dedicated to sustainable living.  We are seeking 

and securing all possible funding sources to 

provide high-quality facilities for teaching, 

learning and healthy living.  We are creating 

partnerships with appropriate communities in order 

to develop and support opportunities for recreation 

and health facilities utilization. 
 

Finally, Hiwassee will be engaging in a 

comprehensive fundraising plan to support the 

mission of the college.  This plan will result in the 

renewal of our residency halls, auditorium, science 

building and campus infrastructure, as well as 

grow our endowment. Well-maintained facilities 

and scholarship opportunities are critical to our 

increasing enrollment.   
 

There are a lot of very positive changes going on at 

Hiwassee College!  I encourage each and every 

one of you to be a part of it with me!  Mark your 

calendars now, and plan on attending this year‟s 

Homecoming festivities taking place the weekend 

of November 11 - 13.  We would love to see you 

on campus and witness for yourself all the changes 

taking place at Hiwassee College.  Be a part or 

follow us through our Website at:  

www.hiwassee.edu. 

Robin Tricoli, Ph.D., President 
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Want to Give a Scholarship to 

a Student?  FREE? 
 Education is a gift that lasts a lifetime! Any Hiwassee Alumni (a person who 

attended Hiwassee College) is able to award a $500 scholarship to a student 

who wants to attend Hiwassee College and it doesn‟t cost you a dime! Now 

that Hiwassee College offers 4-year degrees, in addition to all the 2-year 

programs, there has never been a better time to urge a young person to attend 

Hiwassee College! 

 

Hiwassee is holding an Open House for prospective students during 

Homecoming on Saturday, November 12, at 9:00 am and more dates are 

coming up. Help us grow Hiwassee by sending us a student and awarding 

him or her an Alumni Scholarship today! Call the Alumni Office at        

423-420-1222 to get the details. 

 

Friday, November 11 

¶ Hiwassee Spirit Day- Wear your Hiwassee Colors! . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . All Day 

¶ Welcome – Rymer Student Center  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:00 – 7:00 pm 

¶ Special Musical Concert – Butcher Auditorium  . . . FREE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7:00 pm 
Check our Website at www.hiwassee.edu for further details. 

 

Saturday, November 12 

¶ President‟s Welcome Reception – Cora Veal Living Center (President‟s Home) . . . . . 8:30 – 10:00 am 
Come join Dr. Tricoli for coffee, fruit, and Danish pastries. 

¶ Hiwassee College Open House . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:00 am – 2:00 pm 
Student led campus tours  •  Residence halls open to everyone  •  Meet & greet our prospective students 

¶ Homecoming Parade – Downtown Madisonville . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:30 am 

¶ Lunch (for those not attending the Awards Luncheon) – Cregger Commons - $6.00 . . . 11:30 am – 1:30 pm 

¶ Festivities on the Quad  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11:30 am – 2:00 pm 
Chili Contest  •  Cornhole Tournament (Alumni vs. Students)  •  Flag Football 

¶ Alumni Awards Luncheon – Rymer Dining Hall - $15.00 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .12:30 pm 

¶ Lady Tigers Basketball vs. Warren-Wilson – Rudy Youell Gymnasium . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2:00 pm 

¶ Homecoming Court – Rudy Youell Gymnasium . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3:45 pm 

¶ Tailgate Barbecue – Rudy Youell Gymnasium - $5.00 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4:00 - 6:00 pm 

¶ Tigers Basketball vs. Warren-Wilson – Rudy Youell Gymnasium . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4:00 pm 

¶ All Classes Reunion Party and Dance – Magnuson Hotel (room rates at $35/night) . . . . . . . . . . 7:30 pm 

 

Sunday, November 13 

¶ Sunday Worship – Buckner Memorial Chapel…………………………………..……….11:00 am 

Hiwassee College Alumus, Joe Manis from Piney Flats UMC, will be speaking. 

Hiwassee College Praise Team will be leading the worship. 

Homecoming 2011 Schedule of Events 
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2011 Christian Vocation Award 
Rev. William A. “Bill” Laycock „41 

Reverend Laycock was able to attend Hiwassee College by milking cows as part of 

the Work-Study Program.  Following Hiwassee, Bill spent five years in the U.S. 

Army during World War II.  After his discharge, he completed his B.S. degree at 

Emory & Henry College.  In 1951, he received his Masters of Divinity degree from 

Candler School of Theology at Emory University. He was a member of Holston 

Annual Conference of The United Methodist Church for 58 years, having served the 

Madisonville Circuit, the Pittman Center Charge, and as Town & Country Professor 

at Hiwassee College where he was designated a Professor Emeritus. Bill and his 

wife of 62 years, Dr. Evelyn Laycock, served the “Grand Old Institution” of 

Hiwassee College for 38 years.  “Bill‟s greatest joy was giving students who were 

considering a church-related profession the opportunity to travel on weekends to 

churches and share with congregations their spiritual gifts God had given them,” 

says his wife Evelyn.  For this outstanding work with rural pastors, many 

beginning their ministry, he received the Holston Conference Town & Country 

Award.  Reverend Laycock was a leader in the Christian Ashram movement and served 

as the Grand Chaplain of the Masonic Order for the State of Tennessee.  
 

In retirement, Bill assisted Evelyn in the Lay Ministry Center at Lake Junaluska, NC.  Evelyn served as the director of the 

Lay Ministry Center for 10 years.  Having served as Director of Religion at Hiwassee College for 35 years, she now holds 

the title Professor Emeritus.  She is a graduate of Tennessee Wesleyan from which she has received the Alumnus of the 

Year Award.  In 1996, she received the Alumni Service Award from Emory & Henry.  She holds both Masters of Divinity 

and Doctor of Divinity degrees from Emory University. 
 

Reverend Bill went to his heavenly home on January 12, 2009.  He leaves behind a legacy that can never be duplicated.  

Dr. Evelyn Laycock will be present at Homecoming to accept this award on Bill‟s behalf. 

2011 Outstanding Alumnus of the Year 

James R. “Ron” Hemphill „69 
“There is definitely a place in this world for Hiwassee College and I thank God that 

I‟ve had the opportunity to be a small part of it!”  That is how Ron Hemphill sums 

up his forty plus years he has spent as a student and staff member of Hiwassee 

College.  We believe Ron has been more than just a small part.  He has literally 

helped thousands of students find the financial means necessary to make their 

dreams of a college education come true. 

A native of Cartersville, GA, Ron was introduced to Hiwassee while carpooling 

home from Virginia Beach, VA with a Navy buddy who was from Englewood, 

TN.  They stopped one cold Saturday morning to discuss with B.D. Benton his 

friend‟s plans after the Navy.  His friend decided to get a job with the railroad, but 

Ron decided to go to Hiwassee.  He enrolled in the fall of ‟67 and graduated in 

‟69.  He met his wife, Martha, at Hiwassee and they were married in ‟69 as well.  

After both graduating from Tennessee Wesleyan, they returned to Hiwassee in ‟71 

where Ron took a job as an admissions counselor.  He was later promoted to 

Director of Admissions and Financial Aid and has spent the last six years as VP of Admissions 

and Financial Aid.    Ron has also served as treasurer and president of the Tennessee Association of Student Financial 

Aid Administrators. 

“Hiwassee is my life!  My kids were born and raised here and all four of us went to school here.  Hiwassee has allowed me to 

meet tremendous people throughout the state and southeast and I am blessed to have been able to be here this long,” says 

Ron.  Ron is retiring from Hiwassee College in December.  When asked what he will miss most about Hiwassee, Ron says, 

“The people, the relationships, the friendships.  That‟s what I‟ll miss the most!” 
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News & Events at Hiwassee 

Hiwassee Has A New Athletic Logo! 
Friday, November 11, is Hiwassee Spirit Day and will be a great 

opportunity to show off the new logo! The Alumni Association urges 

all Hiwassee alumni, students, and friends to show their support of 

Hiwassee by wearing their Hiwassee colors wherever you are. Urge 

others to support Hiwassee through prayer, gifts or recruiting a 

student! Call the Alumni Affairs office at 423-420-1222 and we will 

hook you up with the new gear! GO TIGERS!    

The Pool is Now Open! 
Nothing makes a hot summer day more enjoyable than a relaxing 

dip in a swimming pool. After being closed for five years, Hiwassee 

College opened the E.Ward King Swimming Pool to students and 

the public on August 4
th

.  Gone is the ugly, enclosed eyesore and in 

its place is a very nice, renovated open-air swimming facility. 

Pigs in the Pond! 

Flexible Degree Completion Options! 

President Robin Tricoli, along with Professor Bill Edwards and Heather 

Hansen, Hiwassee College Dental Hygiene Clinic Manager, announced 

plans to use pigs to eliminate kudzu and seal the pond creating a 

sustainable ecosystem that will benefit area wildlife. The pigs will eat the 

kudzu and their hooves will cultivate and compact the soil in order to plug 

the leak. 

The Phone-A-Thon is Coming Soon! 
“During the next few weeks, some of our students will be 

calling to ask for your support in providing them the 

opportunity to fulfill their dreams of a college education.  

Your annual gifts to Hiwassee help fund our Work-Study Program 

in order to give even more students the opportunity to earn a college degree.  

We look forward to speaking with you soon!  If you’re called, please help all 

that you can.  Thanks!”   - Wassee 

 

Hiwassee College now provides opportunities to earn and complete a 

degree either by taking classes in Weekend College or by mixing 

Weekend College with day and evening classes.  Now you can attend 

part-time or full-time, take classes in the summer, fall and spring either 

in traditional classes, online, or a mixture of both!  Hiwassee has been 

designated as a Military Friendly School and offers special financing 

assistance to military, veterans, spouses and dependents. 

Hello, Hiwassee 

Supporter!  
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A Message from the Alumni Association 
Marlin Curnutt, Alumni Association President 

forging a new pathway, one which will take the College 

to unprecedented heights. Enrollment is up, contributions 

are coming in, plans for renovation and new curriculum 

are being made and folks are excited about what the 

future holds for Hiwassee. If you have not been back to 

Hiwassee in a few years, make plans now to attend 

Homecoming. You will see first-hand the new direction 

in which our beloved alma mater is headed.  

 

I invite you to come experience the re-birth of Hiwassee 

College.  But also keep in mind, change does not come 

without cost.  You will find enclosed in this edition of the 

Hiwassee Bell, a gift envelope.  I encourage each of you 

to give what you can to help keep the progress moving 

forward.  It is our responsibility, 

as alumni, to help make the 

dreams of our current students a 

reality, just like the alumni who 

came before did for us! 

  

The leaves fall, the 

temperature dips and the 

seasons change. But one thing 

that has not changed in 162 

years is Hiwassee‟s 

unwavering commitment to 

academic excellence and spiritual 

enhancement. For all of us that call Hiwassee home, this 

truly is a new and exciting season. 

  

See you at Homecoming! 

  

Marlin Curnutt, „92 

President, Hiwassee Alumni Board of Governors 

Fall in East Tennessee is a 

special time. This is the 

season that God shows in a 

new and vibrant way the 

beauty of His creation. The 

changing of the leaves and 

the cooling of the 

temperatures means 

summer is past and a new 

season is dawning. Fall has 

always been my favorite 

time of the year. 

  

Unlike the seasons that 

change, the memories of 

our past experiences remain constant with the passing of 

time. As summer turns to autumn, my mind drifts back 20 

years to the early days of my college experience. I 

remember well what the campus of Hiwassee looked like 

when God splashed the colors on His tapestry of nature 

those many years ago. The memories of Homecoming are 

still just as vivid as the color of the leaves during this 

time of year. While I didn‟t think about it at the time, the 

alumni who returned to campus for Homecoming were 

stating with their lives that Hiwassee was a special place 

that made an investment in their life journey and they 

were returning to campus to reconnect with old friends 

and rekindle old memories. That is what is so exciting 

about Homecoming. 

  

I want to encourage each alumni of Hiwassee to return to 

campus for Homecoming this year. There is a renewed 

sense of optimism that I have not seen at HC for a long 

time. Under the direction of Dr. Tricoli, Hiwassee is 

Join Us On Facebook! 

 
Do you facebook?  If so, we encourage you to visit the Hiwassee College 

Alumni Association facebook page and join it today!  It is the quickest way 

to find out what is taking place on the campus of Hiwassee College, what 

events are up and coming, and what our alumni have been up to lately!  

Reconnect with old friends and past classmates, send a message to a 

beloved teacher or staff member, or share your opinions and concerns about 

the college.  Post and share your favorite pictures and videos of when you 

were a student or post your most recent pictures from homecoming!  We 

would love to see and hear from you!   

Go to:  http://www.facebook.com/groups/hiwasseecollegealumni/ today! 
 



 

 

HIWASSEE BELL FALL 2011 

7 

Hiwassee College Athletic Hall Of Fame Nomination Form 

Name of Nominee:  ______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address:  ______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

City:  ______________________________________________ State:  ________ Zip:  ________________________________ 

Date of Graduation:  __________________________________ 

Years at Hiwassee: As a Student Athlete:  ____________________________ As a Staff Member:  _____________________ 

Sports Participated in:  Date(s):  ____________________________________________________________________________ 

Include the following information on a separate sheet of paper:  Collegiate sport(s) participated in since graduation, school(s) 

and date(s); employment since graduation, firm(s), address(s) and date(s); type of work; professional sports and dates of 

participation; community service; special awards and/or honors; and a narrative regarding the worthiness of the nominee. 

Nominated By -Name:  ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address:  ______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

City:  ______________________________________________ State:  ________ Zip:  ________________________________ 

Phone:  __________________________________ Email:  _______________________________________________________ 

Please type or print.  Mail completed form to: 
Hiwassee College, Alumni Office, 225 Hiwassee College Drive, Madisonville, TN  37354 

Meet Our New Staff 
Todd Littleton is a 1993 graduate 

of Hiwassee College and a 1995 

graduate of The University of 

Tennessee.  He has a B.S. in 

Advertising.  Todd is happy and 

honored to have joined the 

Advancement Office.  “No one 

loves this institution more than 

I.  My heart is here and I am 

thrilled to be returning home,” 
says Todd. 

Todd Littleton 
Director of Development and Alumni Affairs 

Mark Johnson 
Dean of Students 

Mark Johnson graduated from 

Tennessee Tech with a B.S. in 

History and a Masters Degree 

in Health & Wellness.  He 

taught activities classes at 

Hiwassee for five years and 

also served as the Assistant 
Athletic Director before 

becoming the Dean of 

Students.  “I am happy to be 

here and am very excited 

with the direction in which 

Hiwassee is moving!” 

2012 Alumni Association Ballot 
Please type or print.  Mail completed form to: 

Hiwassee College, Alumni Office, 225 Hiwassee College Drive, Madisonville, TN  37354 
You may also vote online at:  www.hiwassee.edu/elections 

This year‟s nominations to serve are: 

 

2012 Prospective Panel Members (choose five): 

o Jennifer Rutledge Hindmon „90 

o Christina Rutledge Pearce „90 

o Stacey Barton Pomeroy „80 

o Kimberly Harrill Luzader „80 

o David L. Williams „68 

o David F. Chambers „80 

o Alison Woodall Rodriguez „93 



 

 

 

We Need Your Help, Alumni! 

FALL 2011 

HIWASSEE BELL 

Help us keep in touch with you!  If you haven‟t updated your 

information with Hiwassee lately, please take the time to do it now!  

Your updated mailing address, along with your email, will help us 

greatly reduce our mailing costs and will ensure you get all the news 

and updates concerning Hiwassee College in a more timely manner.  

Call the Alumni Affairs office at 

423-420-1222 or visit our Website 

at www.hiwassee.edu today!  

225 Hiwassee College Drive 

Madisonville, TN  37354 
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